
THE NEW JERSEY PANDEMIC INFLUENZA
PREPAREDNESS SUMMIT 2009
A joint initiative of the NJ Department of Health & Senior Services
and the Health Officers of New Jersey

A G E N D A
DAY ONE, Monday, July 13

8:00 am Registration

9:00 Welcome Remarks 
Heather Howard, Commissioner
New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services

9:15 Summit Overview
David Gruber, Senior Assistant Commissioner
New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services 

9:25 Pascale Wortley, MD, MPH
Chief, Health Services Research and Evaluation Branch
Immunization Services Division, 
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Disease
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

9:45 James Blumenstock
Chief Program Officer
Public Health Practice
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

10:20 Break 

10:35 Paul Etkind, DrPH, MPH 
Senior Analyst
Community Health Team / Immunizations
National Association of County and City Health Officials

11:10 Mass Vaccinations & Mental Health
Gladys Padro, MSW, LSW Director, Disaster and Terrorism Branch 
New Jersey Division of Mental Health Services

11:45 Lunch/Poster Sessions

1:00 pm “(En)Lightening Presentations”: Promising Practices 
across the Continuum
Presentations from the field

2:30 Break

2:45 Susan Walsh, MD, Deputy Commissioner
New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services

3:15 Summit : Planning Scenarios and Deliverables 
David Gruber

3:40 Questions and Answers /  Expectations for Day 2 / Adjournment



A G E N D A

DAY TWO, Tuesday, July 14
8:00 am Registration

9:00 Welcome Remarks – 
Margy Jahn, President 
New Jersey Health Officers Association 

9:10 Discussion of Key Issues:  Question/Answers 

10:00 Break

10:15 TRACK 1
MASS VACCINATION WORKING SESSIONS: 
Identifying and Prioritizing Gaps/Challenges in Mass Vaccination
Plans, Protocols and Policy
• Northeast region
• Northwest region
• Central East region
• Central West region
• Southern region
• NJDHSS
• HEPAC

TRACK 2: INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND 
STATE OFFICIALS:
Identifying and Prioritizing Gaps/Challenges in Plans, Protocols and Policy
• Communications – EOC, ROIC, JIC
• Continuity of Operations Plans

12:00 pm Lunch/Poster Session

1:00 TRACK 1
MASS VACCINATION WORKING SESSIONS:
Identifying and Prioritizing Gaps/Challenges in Mass Vaccination
Plans, Protocols and Policy    [continuation of the morning]
• Northeast region
• Northwest region
• Central East region
• Central West region
• Southern region
• NJDHSS
• HEPAC

TRACK 2: INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND 
STATE OFFICIALS:
Identifying and Prioritizing Gaps/Challenges in Plans, Protocols and Policy 
• Human Resources
• Social Distancing

2:30 Break

2:45 Reporting Back (All)

3:45 Next Steps:
David Gruber



A G E N D A

DAY THREE, Thursday, August 20

8:00 am Registration

9:00 Welcome Remarks & Situational Update

9:30 TRACK 1: 
MASS VACCINATION WORKING SESSIONS: 
Closing the Gaps/Addressing the Challenges in Mass Vaccination
Plans, Protocols and Policy

• Northeast region
• Northwest region
• Central East region
• Central West region
• Southern region
• NJDHSS
• HEPAC

TRACK 2: 
SURVEILLANCE & EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION

12:00 pm Lunch/Poster Session

1:00 TRACK 1:
MASS VACCINATION WORKING SESSIONS: 
Closing the Gaps/Addressing the Challenges in Mass Vaccination
Plans, Protocols and Policy

• Northeast region
• Northwest region
• Central East region
• Central West region
• Southern region
• NJDHSS
• HEPAC

TRACK 2: 
SURVEILLANCE & EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION

2:30 Break

2:45 TRACK 1: 
Reporting Back:  Final Status Report

3:45 Adjournment
Track 1 and Track 2



A G E N D A
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

DAY FOUR,  Friday, August 21

8:00 am Registration

9:00 Track 1:    COMMUNICATIONS

Seminar 2:      INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
AND STATE OFFICIALS:
Closing the Gaps/Addressing the Challenges in 
Plans, Protocols And Policies

Track 3:         SURGE 

12:00 pm Lunch/Poster Session

1:00 Track 1:         COMMUNICATIONS [cont’d]

Track 2:         CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS / 
INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
AND STATE OFFICIALS [TBA}

Track r 3:         SURGE [cont’d]

2:45  Report Back:  Assessing Our State of Readiness for 
Mass Vaccinations and other Pan Flu Operations

3:15 Adjournment



A G E N D A
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

DAY FIVE, Tuesday, September 29

Reconvening of New Jersey stakeholders and partners to finalize
statewide response to H1N1 Influenza for Fall 2009.



Speaker Biographies

James S. Blumenstock

Jim Blumenstock  holds the position of Chief
Program Officer for Public Health Practice for the
Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials (ASTHO).  His portfolio includes the
state public health practice program areas of
infectious and emerging diseases, immunization,
environmental health, and public health
preparedness and security, including pandemic
influenza preparedness.  Jim also serves as a
member of the Association’s Executive
Management Team responsible for enterprise-wide
strategic planning, administrative services,
member support, and public health advocacy.

Prior to his arrival at ASTHO on November 1,
2005, Jim was the Deputy Commissioner of
Health for the New Jersey Department of Health
and Senior Services where he retired after almost
32 years of career public health service.  In this
capacity, he had executive oversight responsibili-
ties for a department branch of over 650 staff, an
operating budget of approximately $125 million,
which was comprised of the Division of Public
Health and Environmental Laboratories; Division
of Epidemiology, Occupational and
Environmental Health; Division of Local Health
Practice and Regional Systems Development;
Division of Health Emergency Preparedness and
Response, and the Office of Animal Welfare.
During his tenure, Jim also represented the
Department on a number of boards, councils and
commissions including the NJ Domestic Security
Preparedness Task Force.  

Jim is the proud recipient of the ASTHO 2004
Noble J. Swearingen Award for excellence in
public health administration and the Dennis J.
Sullivan award, the highest honor bestowed by the
NJ Public Health Association for dedicated and
outstanding service and contribution to the cause
of public health.  He is also a Year 14 Scholar of
the Public Health Leadership Institute and held an
elected office serving his community for 12 years.

Jim received his Bachelor of Science degree in
Environmental Science from Rutgers University
in 1973 and a Master of Arts degree in Health
Sciences Administration from Jersey City State
College in 1977.  He is a native of New Jersey
which is still his primary residence with his wife
of 35 years, Lee.  They have three children and
two (beautiful) granddaughters.

Steven M. Crimando, MA, BCETS

Steven M. Crimando, MA, BCETS, is an
internationally known consultant and trainer
specialized in the behavioral aspects of emergency
management, homeland security and business
continuity.  He is the Director of Training for the
Disaster & Terrorism Branch in the NJ Division of
Mental Health Services. Steve is a Board Certified
Expert in Traumatic Stress (BCETS) and
Diplomate of the American Academy of Experts
in Traumatic Stress. He is the Vice Chair of the
Forensic Counseling Division for the American
College of Forensic Examiners International. 

Steve served as a Disaster Field Operations
Supervisor for the FEMA-funded mental health
response to the 9/11 WTC attacks and coordinated
onsite psychological services at New Jersey’s
anthrax screening center. He helped coordinate
crisis response efforts at such incidents as the
1993 World Trade Center bombing, Edison (NJ)
Gas Line Explosion, and TWA Flight 800 crash.
Steve has assisted at over a dozen major air
crashes and has counseled many victims of
violence, including those who were targets of the
Unabomber and other acts of terrorism.  He has
served as a consultant and trainer for the U.S.
Department of Justice; the Substance Abuse
Mental Health Services Administration’s Disaster
Technical Assistance Center (SAMHSA-DTAC);
Department of Homeland Security (DHS); Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); U.S.
Public Health Service; and the United Nations.
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Steve is a certified law enforcement instructor,
and a mental health specialist with several police
trauma teams.  

Steve is the author of many published articles and
book chapters. He has developed human factors-
oriented crisis management programs for
government agencies and multinational
corporations.  He has been featured for his work
in crisis prevention and response in the New York
Times, and has appeared on both network and
cable news and talk shows, as well as in the courts
as a subject matter expert addressing public and
private sector crisis prevention and response.
Steve can be reached at the offices of the Disaster
& Terrorism Branch at 609-777-0722 or by e-mail
at: steve.crimando@dhs.state.nj.us.

Paul Etkind, DrPH, MPH 

Paul Etkind joined NACCHO in April of 2009
and serves as the Senior Analyst for
Immunizations. As such, Paul has range of
responsibilities related to immunization and
related vaccine-preventable disease epidemiology,
including: policy analysis; program design;
research and evaluation; writing for publication;
technical assistance; communication of learnings
to the field; program and budget management; and
project promotion.  As a member of the
Community Health Team, he also serves as a
resource to infectious disease prevention and
control, HIV/STI, maternal and child health,
epidemiology, and adolescent health project
activities. 

Paul has worked in public health practice since
the late 1970’s. In that time, he has served as an
epidemiologist and program manager in the
epidemiology, immunization and STI prevention
programs of the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health. More recently, he served as the
Deputy Director and Epidemiologist for the

Department of Health and Community Services of
the City of Nashua, NH. While there, he was also
the primary person for public health preparedness
planning and training.

Paul has a BA in Biology from Clark University,
and an MPH and DrPH from Yale University’s
School of Epidemiology and Public Health.

David Gruber

David Gruber received his B.A. in Microbiology
from Rutgers University and his Masters in
Strategy from the U.S. Army Command and
General Officer Staff College.  He spent twenty-
one years in the U.S. Navy serving as Pilot,
Intelligence Officer, and, Chemical/Biological
Warfare specialist.  After retiring from the Navy,
he was the Senior Planner for the Dallas County
Health Department, Dallas, TX.  Mr. Gruber is
now the New Jersey Department of Health and
Senior Services Senior Assistant Commissioner
for the Division of Health Infrastructure
Preparedness and Emergency Response, the
Office of Emergency Medical Services and the
Division of Public Health and Environmental
Laboratories.

Heather Howard 

On November 29, 2007, Governor Jon S. Corzine
nominated Heather Howard to be the 14th
Commissioner of the Department of Health and
Senior Services. She was confirmed as
Commissioner by the Senate on January 8, 2008.

As Health and Senior Services Commissioner,
Howard has been a strong advocate for maternal
and child health, with a particular focus on
prenatal care. Shortly after becoming
Commissioner, she appointed a task force to
examine ways to improve the delivery of prenatal
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care in New Jersey. One key finding was the
need to raise public awareness about the
importance of early prenatal care, and of women
maintaining their health before, during and
between pregnancies. The Commissioner has
traveled the state speaking on these issues, and
collaborates with the provider community to
improve birth outcomes.

Commissioner Howard, who is an attorney, has
also worked to strengthen the state’s hospital
system and to improve quality of care. She has
expanded health care access by expanding New
Jersey’s network of community health centers that
serve the uninsured and underserved.

She has received a number of awards for her
leadership and advocacy, including the F.D.R
Visionary Award from the March of Dimes New
Jersey Chapter. She has been honored for health
advocacy for women by the New Jersey Primary
Care Association, and honored by New Jersey
Citizen Action at its annual awards ceremony.

Commissioner Howard came to the post with 15
years of policy experience at the state and federal
levels. She served as Governor’s Corzine’s
Policy Counsel, advising on all policy issues –
including NJ FamilyCare, the state’s health
insurance program for low-income children and
families -- and directing the policy staff. 
From 2001 to 2006, Howard worked in
Washington, D.C., for then-Senator Corzine. She
served as Legislative Counsel, Deputy Chief of
Staff for Policy and Planning, and finally as Chief
of Staff. Howard advised the Senator on policy
development, legislative strategy, constituent
services, communications and personnel.

Before joining the Corzine staff, Howard worked
in the White House where she served as Associate
Director of President Bill Clinton’s Domestic
Policy Council, and Senior Policy Adviser to First
Lady Hillary Clinton.

Howard earned her J.D. cum laude from New
York University School of Law. She served a
judicial clerkship with Judge Martha Craig
Daughtrey of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Circuit. Howard was then accepted into the
U.S. Department of Justice’s Honors Program,
where she worked as a trial attorney in the
Antitrust Division’s Health Care Task Force.

From 1990 to 1994, she was legislative assistant
and policy adviser to Congresswoman Nita Lowey
of New York.

Howard earned a B.A. cum laude in History and
Spanish from Duke University. She lives in
Princeton with her husband and son.

Gladys Padro, M.S.W., LSW

Gladys Padro has served the New Jersey
Department of Human Services for thirty one
years.  She has dedicated nineteen years to her
work as New Jersey’s Mental Health Disaster
Coordinator and in this capacity she is also the
Director of the Division of Mental Health
Service’s Disaster and Terrorism Branch.  As
Branch Director, she manages a team of
professionals providing technical assistance and
training to mental health providers focused on all
hazards planning and preparedness.   Through the
Branch, the state has developed a process for
certifying its mental health workforce to provide
counseling services for people affected by
disasters.  

Ms. Padro has provided assistance with numerous
traumatic events including: tropical storms; a
pipeline explosion; the bombing of the World
Trade Center in the early nineties; airplane
crashes; deaths involving state employees;
incidents involving school age children and
college age young adults; assistance for refugees
from Kosovo and Americans fleeing Lebanon.
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She was responsible for grants management of
crisis counseling programs developed in response
to the World Trade Center disaster and directed a
program called Project Phoenix developed to
provide crisis counseling and clinical mental
health services to people directly affected by 9/11
as well as to the general public.  The program was
the longest of its kind in the state’s history, lasting
for three years following the disaster.  Ms. Padro
also directed a crisis counseling program for
Hurricane Katrina evacuees who relocated in 
New Jersey.  

The state has won several video awards as result
of her efforts including “Telly” and
“Communicator” awards for videos depicting the
mental health responses to Tropical Storm Floyd
and the September 11 disasters respectively.

In collaboration with the New Jersey Department
of Health and Senior Services, she developed an
influenza pandemic plan for the provision of
mental health services.

Susan Walsh, MD, FACP

Susan Walsh, MD, FACP is an internist and serves
as the Deputy Commissioner for the Public Health
Services Branch in the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services. 

Dr. Walsh joined the Department in December of
2008, and in her role as Deputy Commissioner,
oversees the Divisions of HIV/AIDS Services,
Family Health Services, Epidemiology,
Environmental and Occupational Health Services,
as well as the Office of the State Epidemiologist. 

Dr. Walsh earned her medical degree from the
University of Medicine and Dentistry-New Jersey
Medical School and completed her residency at
University Hospital in Newark.  As a National
Health Service Scholar, she began her core years

as a clinician at a federally qualified health center
and finished her community work as the center’s
Vice President/Chief Medical Officer.  This
position included oversight of a large academic
health center with practice sites in three counties
including residency continuity clinics from three
academic programs.  

Prior to joining the Department of Health and
Senior Services, Dr. Walsh had a long service
career in primary care and public health.  As a
Board member of Clinical Directors Network, a
peer support and research institution based in
Manhattan, Dr. Walsh was instrumental in
bringing clinical research initiatives to the
community level, enabling underserved and
minority communities to participate in clinical
trials with a focus on maximizing health with
minimal resources.    

Most recently, Dr. Walsh served as co-medical
director of the state-wide asthma collaborative
which trained clinicians and support staff from
seventeen community health centers in the federal
care model to reduce health disparities.  She is a
member of the Association for Prevention
Teaching and Research.   

Pascale Wortley, MD, MPH 

Dr. Pascale Wortley is the chief of the Health
Services Research and Evaluation Branch in the
Immunization Services Division.  She is a
graduate of the University of Washington School
of Medicine, and received training in public health
and preventive medicine at the University of
Washington. She completed  CDC’s Epidemic
Intelligence Service and has worked at CDC for
17 years in several different programs, including
HIV/AIDS Surveillance, Tobacco Control, and
currently in Immunization Services. She is
responsible for directing research related to uptake
of immunization  across the life span, including
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identifying effective interventions, determining
factors that promote the implementation of such
interventions, developing approaches to
overcoming barriers to vaccination in various
populations, assessing impact of interventions,
policies, and economic factors. In addition, she

has been involved in pandemic influenza planning
since 2003 with a focus on state and local
preparedness. She is currently is serving as the
lead for the Implementation Team for the H1N1
Vaccine Task Force.
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NORTHEAST REGION
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Health Officers
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Bergen County Dept. of Health
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Elmwood Park Dept. of Health
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Englewood Health Dept.
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